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NEURO-OTOLOGY, being British Medical Bulletin. (Volume 12, No. 2; pp.
91-159. 15s.) London: British Council, 1956.
THIs British Council publication shows clearly, first, that otological research is in a very active
state in the United Kingdom, and second, that the no-man's-land of the inner ear is at last being
penetrated. Much of the research is now bear.ng fruit in the sense that many of the results are
now applicable to clinical medicine.
To understand hearing and equilibration fully it is necessary to examine in detail the component
parts concerned. This the Bulletin does clearly with chapters on temporal bone microtomy, the
labyrinthine fluids, and the electro-physiology of the central auditory pathway. The physiological
mechanisms of equilibration and hearing are then explained.
Loudness, recruitment, fatigue and adaptation-all of great importance to the clinician doing
diagnostic audiometry-get a lucid chapter each. Nystagmus in its vestibular, optokinetic and
positional forms is clearly explained. There 's a very clear exposition also of the methods of
executing and evaluating caloric and rotation vestibular tests. Diseases of the eighth nerve system
are excellently set out and the bulletin concludes with an interesting chapter on heredtary forms
of labyrinthine disease in mice.
Much of the detail is fascinating; for example, it has been proved that endolymph contains
relat.vely high potassium and low sodium concentrations and is very similar to intra-cellular fluids
elsewhere in the body. As the nutrition of the organ of Corti and other specialised structures
depends largely upon this fluid, it follows that any damage to the secretory stria vascularis cells
which produce it, e.g., by ischamia, toxIc substances, etc., may adversely affect the actual end
organs of hearing and equilibration. In this connection the important work of J. C. Seymour on
vascular disease of the cochlea and vestibule in animals and man and its connection with the
clinical manifestations of Meniere's disease and other perceptive hearing d.sorders has not received
the attention it deserves in this publication.
The Bulletin is printed and illustrated clearly, and the team of experts wlho have produced it
are to be congratulated. They have managed to produce something more than a resume of recent
research, they have produced a work which will be a reference volume for some time to come.
Every clinician dealing with the diagnosis of inner ear disorders should read this Bulletin.
T. J. W.
AIDS TO THE NURSING OF VENEREAL DISEASES: A Complete Text-
book for the Nurse. By E. M. Ryle-Horwood, S.R.N. Second Edition.
(Pp. xi + 156; figs. 35. 8s. 6d.) London: Bailli6re, Tindall & Cox, 1956.
STTUDENT nurses meet venereal disease cases in the general wards as well as in special clinics and
are expected to acquire a sound basic knowledge not only of the disease processes, their investigation
and treatment, but to have some knowledge of the many other factors which are important to
successful case finding and holding.
This book, written by a nursing sister, successfully provides, with the aid of a chapter by a
male nurse, a brief and lucid picture of the diseases concerned, their investigation and the methods
generally adopted to secure the attendance of familial and sex contacts.
One does not hesitate to recommend this volume as comprehensive, accurate and suitable for
*the needs of nurses in trainIng. F. S. B.
THE NUFFIELD FOUNDATION: Report for the year ended 31st March, 1956.
(Pp. 160.) Oxford: The University Press, 1956.
THE Foundation makes grants for research in pure-science, medicine, social research, education and
the care of old people. It also makes grants and provides scholarships designed to strengthen the
links between many parts of the British Commonwealth. The work noticed in this report covers
a wide field and ranges from toadstool flora to the Police College. Interesting work in medicine
includes support of a biomechanical unit to study the use of new materials for the provision of
artificial parts of the body, such as the heart-lung machine. In medicine, as in other aspects of
the work of the Foundation, the predominant interest is in social problems.
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